Batya: Devoted Daughter
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! man went from the house of Levi and he took a daughter of Levi. 2 The woman
conceived and gave birth to a son. She saw that he was good and she hid him for

three months. 3 She could not hide him any longer, so she took for him a wicker baske!
and smeared it with clay and pitch; she placed the child into it and placed it among the reeds
at the bank of the River, * His sister stationed herself at a distance to know what would be done
with him.
*5 Pharaoh's daughter went down to-bathe by the River and her maidens walked along the
River. She saw the basket among the reeds and she sent her maidservant and she took it. ¢ She
opened it and saw him, the child, and behold! a youth was crying. She took pity on him and
said, “This is one of the Hebrew boys."

7 His sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall | go and summon for you a wet nurse from the
Hebrew women, who will nurse the boy for you?”

8 The daughter of Pharaoh said, “Go." The girl went and summoned the boy's mother.
9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this boy and nurse him for me, and | will give your pay.
So the woman took the boy and nursed him. '° The boy grew up and she brought him to the
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with her. esple . Maharal does not take this literally but
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Ph arao h’ S Although it was only the beginning of Sivan,
summer barely having begun, the day on which

DdU?h[er Moshe was placed in the river was unusually

hot.*5 The heat was so intense that anyone who
yentured outside was instantly sunburned and overcome. Pharaoh'’s
daughter wanted to bathe to refresh herself, but unfortunately, she
\bggffered from tzoraas and could not bathe in the palace.* Therefore,
she went down to the river to bathe in its cool waters.” Pharaoh’s
daughter also had another purpose in mind. She was revolted by the
idol worship in the palace and attracted to the purity and holiness of
Judaism. By bathing in the river, she felt she would cleanse herself of
the corruption of the palace.® -

As befit the princess of a great kingdom,* she was accompanied
by thirty ladies-in-waiting,® all of them from the finest nobility of
the land 5! But when they reached the riverside, her attendants wan-
dered off to search for precious stones and gems that were some-
times found there.52 Basya was all alone when she caught sight of the
basket floating among the reeds.

The daughter of Pharaoh was drawn to the basket by a great
curiosity, but it was too far out of her reach. She stretched out her
hand for it, and a miracle occurred. Her arm kept getting longer and
longer, drawing ever closer to the basket, which was one hundred
and twenty feet (sixty cubits) away.>® Finally, her arm extended all
the way to the basket, and she grabbed hold of it. The moment her
hand touched the basket, another miracle occurred, and she was
suddenly healed from her tzoraas.5

Clearly, this was no ordinary basket, and Basya trembled as she
opened it to see what was inside. To her amazement, it was a young
child® with a canopy over his head.* It was undoubtedly a holy
child, because touching his basket had cured her from leprosy.”’” A
brilliant spiritual glow enveloped him® because of the Shechinah
that hovered over him.® He was a beautiful child,®™ fully developed
like an adolescent,®! although he was just a newborn.6?
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While Basya stared in disbelief at this child she had discovered
in the river, the angel Gavriel came down and caused Moshe to
begin crying so that Basya should take pity on him.® Moshe began
to cry, thinking, | may never again see my sister who is waiting for
me. Little Aharon, who was waiting nearby and feared for his
brother’s safetv. also began to cry.%
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AOpR N N9wm — And she sent her maidservant. The word, anpx, her
maidservant, can also mean her hand. Thus, the text may be understood to
mean that she stretched out her hand, reaching for the basket (Rashi, following
Sotah 11a). This word is also related to mx, cubit, teaching that although the
basket containing Moses was actually beyond her reach, a miracle happened
and her arm grew several cubits longer until she was able to grasp it. The moral
here is that even though a worthy action may seem beyond a person’s reach, he
should try his utmost anyway and trust that Hashem will help him (K" Meir

B Shapiro of Lublin). B
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17 The sons of Ezrah: Jether, Mered, Epher and Jalor':. [Hi.s wife ‘ ] bore' I"1.lnl;r,1:(,Z
Shammai and Ishbah, the father of Eshtemoa, 18 while his Jewish waf:. pore
Jered, the father of Gedor, and Heber, the father of Soco, and Jeku:] ie ,hom
father of Zanoah. These* are the sons of Bithiah the daughter of Pharaoh, w

Mered married.
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